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W
ith its introduction of the V16   
in 1930, Cadillac soared to the top 
of the luxury car market. This was 
reportedly the first V16 built from 
scratch and was the 1926 brainchild 

of Owen Nacker, ex-Marmon engineer, who conceptualized 
it being the combination of two Buick straight 8s sharing 
a common crankcase and camshaft. The 45-degree angle 
between the banks made for a narrow engine, which 
displaced 452 cubic inches (hence the engine’s “452” 
designation). Various sources list it producing from 165 – 
185 bhp and yielding speeds approaching 100 mph. This 
was also the first “styled” engine, having a concealed wiring 
loom, chrome and polished aluminum finishes, and a novel 
hydraulic valve silencing system to reduced noise. The valve 
covers were finished in a brushed aluminum raised pattern 

over black enamel. The chassis had a huge steel ladder 
frame, rigid axles and hydraulically powered drum brakes to 
handle the 5,850-lb. weight of the car. 

Cadillac general manager Lawrence Fisher and 
GM stylist Harley 
Earl were largely 
responsible for 
the V16’s styling. 
Although various 
companies 
produced the 
bodies, and 
each was built to a customer’s individual taste, most of 
the coachwork for the V16s was done by Fleetwood in 
Pennsylvania, which was later bought by GM and moved to 
Michigan. Upwards of 70 different body styles were available 
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Presidents’ 
Corner by Paul Tomczak

w
ell i think its official now, 
summer is almost over. My kids start 
school next week which can only 
mean one thing...less chores outside 
and more modeling time. I am looking 

forward to football season where I do some of my best 
modeling while watching NFL Redzone. Can’t wait!

i was trying to figure out what to write about this 
month and realized I was trying to think of a topic while 
posting to a modeling forum. In many respects modeling 
is a solitary “sport”. I enjoy my time alone at my modeling 
desk and it helps energize me when I get stressed at work. 
However this hobby would not be as much fun if we did 
not get to share our work with others. If you are not lucky 
enough to have a great local club like DVSM (shameless 
plug) you can still share your work online.

i belong to three forums that I regularly post to. 
Each is a little different and provide a unique twist to 
what you post. I post to a retro model site which only 
allows kits issued before 1980. I enjoy building older kits 
and its fun to see those older kits either built as they were 
issued (think a red Me-109) or to build them as if they 
were the best new issue kit you can find. You can also 
discuss the troubles with these older kits. Its cool to see a 
kit you remember building as a child and return to  those 
glory days of glue bombs and hairy stick paint jobs.

the two other forums have group builds as well as a 
bench blog where you can post what you are working on. 
I like posting my build progress and I take pictures of the 
whole build for posting. It’s nice to hear encouragement, 
ideas and how-to’s from other modelers as your building. 
You can always find advice, good or bad, and you are free 
to follow it or blaze your own path. On The Airfix Tribute 
Forum they run a “What If?” group build every year. I 
normally build OOB or perhaps use aftermarket decals. In 
this group build you start hacking up models, build what 
you want and make up a great back story for your What If. 
Its a fun group build I look forward to every year.

there are many more, including ipMS/uSa’s 
own forum, but I find it hard to keep up with all of them 
so I limit myself to a few. If you are not on a forum, find 
one and give it a try – you may be able to help a fellow 
modeler or get the advice you need for a tricky build.  

happy Modeling! n

January: “the 21St Century” 

Winner: Mike Turco - 2003 Corvette C5-R

February: “Double trouble” 

Winner: Mike Turco - Grumman F3F

March: “the thirtieS”

Winner: Paul Kopczynski - Grumman XF5F-1 Skyrocket 

april: “aFterMarket” 

Winner: Tom Gill - Humvee Ambulance Diorama  

May: “the thirD reiCh” 

Winner: Mike Turco - Mercedes-Benz 540K

June: golD/SilVer/bronze ConteSt

No theme contest.

July: “Japan”

Winner: Paul Tomczak - Kawasaki Ki-45 Toryu

august: “out oF proDuCtion”

Winner: Mike Turco - Jo-Han 1931 Cadillac

September: “ConCeptS & prototypeS”

Model of something designed but never built, or a prototype 
version. Examples: XF-103 Thunderwarrior, a concept car, or 
General Dynamics YF-16.

october: “on the waterFront” 

Model depicts something that floated, e.g., ships/boats; flying 
boats or amphibian aircraft; armor moved over water; Gemini 
space capsule; 1959 Buick pontooned by Cubans trying to 

escape to Florida; figure of a surfer or Esther Williams, etc.

november: “no big Six”  

Model CAN’T be of a US, British, German, Japanese, French or 
Russian subject.

December: FaVorite FiVe ConteSt

Questions about DVSM’s Contests should be 
directed to Mike Turco at MATurco@aol.com

Monthly theme 
Contests 2015
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August Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke

Type IXe U-boat, 1/700 & Panther G-early, 1/72, both by Bob Cicconi

Merkava, 1/35 (in-progress), Tim Lingle & Tony Wootson

F4U-1D & A6M2N, 1/72 (Jo-Han kits), by Paul Tomczak

MiG-21, Finnish Air Force, 1/72, by Joe Vattilana

Bf-109F, 1/72 (Hawk kit), by Paul Tomczak
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August Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke

Douglas SBD Dauntless, 1/48 (Accurate Miniatures kit), by 
Charlie Lockard

Martin P6M Seamaster, 1/72 (Mach 2 kit), by Howard Rifkin

Bf-109F, 1/72 (Jo-Han kit), by Paul Tomczak

Green Bay Packers fan custom sectioned van, 1/25 (in-
progress), by Dennis Scheidemantle

Henschel Hs-129 (background) & Heinkel He-100, 1/72 
(Lindberg kits), by Paul Tomczak

1934 Duesenberg SJ Torpedo Phaeton, 1/24, by Mike Turco
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August Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke

’37 Ford Street Rod, 1/24, by Mike Turco

“Pink Panther” custom show car, 1/25 (Eldon kit), by Don 
Senner

F-51H Mustang, 1/48 (Hawk kit), by John Goschke

’27 Ford T “Black Widow” hot rod, 1/24, (Monogram kit), by 
David Anderson

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Turco, Mike 5 5  2 5 2 5    24
Gill, Tom 3 3 3 5 4      18
Kopczynski, Paul 4 3 5 3   2    17
Tomczak, Paul  1  2 3 5 4    15
Anderson, Dave  2   4  3    9
Volz, Joe  3  2 3      8
Lockard, Charlie     1 3 3    7
Vattilana, Joe   3 2 2      7
Goschke, John     1 2 3    6
Leonetti, Joe   2 3 1      6
Rakos, Rod  2    4     6
Webb, Mark     4 2     6
Cicconi, Bob     2 3     5
Goerke, Doug  4         4
Sandone, Nick    4       4
Senner, Don  1   1  2    4
Dasso, P      3     3
Kortman, Tommy     3      3
Hogg, Greg  2         2
Stonier, B     1      1
Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2015 Theme Contest point Standings to Date
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1/35 & 1/48 Armor by Jim Rosado and Armania Castillo (1/32 Sd.Kfz.232).

Steampunk Spaceship (in-progress) by 
Keith Jones

Lockheed XFY-1 Vertical Take Off “Pogo,” 1/48 (Lindberg kit), by Paul Kopczynski

August Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke
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Join IPMS/USA 
why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, 
of which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, fi-
nances the insurance required for our monthly meetings 
and for model contests around the country, and offers 
a make and take program for young modelers. Encour-
age the enjoyment of modeling in all its forms: aircraft, 
armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, military or civilian, 
beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By Modelers, 
For Modelers”

what do i give? Adult, 1 year: $30. Adult, 2 years: 
$58. Adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. 
Family, 1 year: $35 (adult + $5).

what do i get? A membership card with your IPMS 
number that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National 
Contest, plus the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues 
per year, featuring great models and building techniques, 
kit and book reviews, and activities, plus access to 
members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM 
Newsletter or the IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS 
contact, Joe Vattilana, at the next DVSM meeting, or 
join online at ipmsusa.org. n

’53 Studebaker altered wheelbase dragster, 1/25, by Keith Jones

August Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke
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on the V16 chassis in 1930. The 1931 
specification list has the price ranging 
from $5,350 to $9,700, with coach work 
offered by Lancefield, Pininfarina, 
Fisher and Fleetwood. Total 1931 
production of the 452A V16 was 363 
units, 33 of which were Sport Phaetons, 
the style of the model.

i came across the Jo-Han ’31 
Cadillac Sport Phaeton kit while 
trolling for classic car kits on Ebay. 
I had no experience with Jo-Han 
kits so I asked our resident vintage 
kits expert, John Goschke, for his 
opinion. He related that they were 
for the most part good kits, so I took 
the chance and bought this one. It 
turned out to be good advice. It was 
a 1970-vintage issue and was still 
factory sealed. Parts were packaged 
as advertised, with the “frame 
packed” trees stacked and pinned 
together so that they do not rattle 
around and get scratched. The fit 
turned out to be very good, with no 
warping like I’ve experience with 
frames in other car kits. Part details 
like the engine and interior are nicely 
finished. Since this car had hidden 
wiring and little engine detail could 
be conveniently added, I decided to 
build it straight out of the box.

as i usually do, I web searched 
for info and photos of actual 1931 
Cadillac V16s. There were many, but 
one really stood out. It was silver and 
black with a dark red interior. (Photos 
attached). I actually found out it was 
chassis #702797, and reportedly one of 
only 18 Sport Phaetons in existence. 
It was listed as equipped with Jaeger 
eight-day trip clock and speedometer, 
whitewall tires, stainless steel 
spoke wheels, side-mounted spares, 
radiator stone guard, twin-mounted 
windshield spot lights and Pilot 
Ray driving lights. It won an AACA 
National First Place award and sold at 
auction for $495,000 in 2006. It is an 
absolutely gorgeous car, and I decided 
to try and finish my 1/25-scale model 
like that one.

the model assembly was 
straightforward with no real 
difficulties. The model has steerable 
front wheels, which went together 
well, although I always seem to have 
a problem getting wheels onto axles. 
Most kits call for press fitting the 
wheels to the axles after the wheels 
and tires are assembled, so that they 
can rotate. I always end up cementing 
the wheels in place to avoid breaking 
the axles. 

alignment of all the lights 
and the horns was probably the biggest 
challenge. There are six lights on this 
model each is individually attached. It’s 
much easier to build modern cars with a 
couple headlights fitted into the fenders 
than trying to align six chrome-plated 
lights without exposing any glue.

alignment of the radiator was 
also tricky. It fits into a depression 
in the frame and could easily be 
misaligned in any of three dimensions. 
I carefully eyeballed the alignment 
when gluing it on and used the as-yet 
unattached hood as a guide until the 
cement dried. Not only did this help 
the radiator alignment, it also gave 
the hood a nice tight fit while still 
allowing it to be removed to display 
the engine compartment.

i hadn’t finished a model car 
with a gloss silver paint prior to this 
one and, knowing how difficult it 
is getting natural metal finishes on 
aircraft, I approached this one with 
some trepidation. I decided to give 
Tamiya TS-17 Gloss Aluminum a try, 
and it worked out real well. It went on 
smooth and looks real good as a silver 
on this car. I used Tamiya TS-14 Black 
for the rest of the body, TS-6 Matte 
Black for the roof, and sprayed TS-8 
Italian Red over brushed-on XF-7 Flat 
Red for the interior and seats. A thin 
coat of the TS-8 lacquer spray was just 
enough to give the interior the slightly 
shiny appearance of a leather surface.

Cadillac V-16 continued from page 1

Released in the ’60s to compete with 
classic car kits from Monogram and 
MPC, Jo-Han’s classic car kits were state-
of-the-art then and still compare well 
with kits of today.

This prize-winning restored ’31 Cadillac Sport Phaeton was the inspiration for 
Mike’s build of the Johan kit. continued on next page
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i decided to try an experiment 
on the spoked wheels, i.e., to compare 
the $15-dollar-a-can Alclad Spray to 
the $19-dollar-a-can Tamiya TS-83 
Metallic Silver. It was hard to tell 
the difference between the two, but 
since I didn’t first prime the wheels, 
I shouldn’t consider this a valid 
comparison. Both paints look okay 
but next time I’m going with Testors 
Aluminum Plate Metalizer and 
buffing with a toothbrush to get some 
polish on the spokes.

as can be seen in the photos of 
the restored Cadillac, the roof has red 
trimmed seams, which really sets off 
the car. I wanted to get that feature 
right and thought long and hard how 
best to do that. Decals or painting 
wouldn’t work as the actual seams 
are raised. The trim tape I had was 
too shiny and bright red in color. So 
I had to come up with another way 
to represent them. One day I was 
in Home Depot buying some stuff 
totally unrelated to modeling when I 
passed by a rack full of Scotch brand 
electrical tape. What caught my eye 
was the fact that there were different 
colors available, not just black. I 
checked them out and noticed that 
the red tape had a semi-gloss finish 
to it and thought it might come in 
handy as a modeling aid. It did. Once 
I got the hang of cutting the tape 
at the right width, which required 
a sharp blade and a lot of trial and 
error (electrical tape is flexible and 
can stretch even while cutting it), 
I produced enough for the red trim 
and striping on this model. I taped 
about a foot-long piece of the red tape 
down on the cutting board and sliced 
a number of lines trying for around a 
millimeter or so in width. When I got 
enough of the strips that looked to be 
the right width, I placed them around 
the roof and the hood of the car. I 
liked the result.

the kit gave the builder a choice 
on using the radiator with or without 

the stone guard. Either way looks 
good, but since the real car had the 
guard on it, I used it on the model. I 
used Bare Metal foil for the running 
boards, the exposed edge of the 
firewall and the hood hinge. I also 
dabbed Clear Red into the center of 

the embossed hubcaps to highlight 
the V16 logo. It’s a small detail but it 
makes a big difference in the look of 
the build.

i really love this model. It may 
be my first Jo-Han kit, but it won’t be 
the last. n

Cadillac V-16 continued from page 1

Mike used thin strips of red Scotch-brand electrical tape to replicate the red binding 
on the top of the full size car. It was also used for the red pin stripe on the body.

With its concealed wiring and plumbing, Cadillac’s early V-16 engine was 
expressly styled by Harley Earl’s GM Art & Color Studio to be a thing of beauty as 
well as a mechanical object.



bnb hobby & train Depot
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

D & k hobbieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 

Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon 

- 4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

Main line hobbieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

MillenniuM hobbieS 
& the gunDaM kitChen
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Collectibles, cook-

ing up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automobile models and 
10% Gundam and other models to DVSM members (with 

DVSM member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen

new ConCept iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

hobbyMaSterS, inC.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am 

to 8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

• Offers 10% discount to club members. 
   (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

z & z hobbieS, inC.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Support the local hobby Shops
that Support our Club


